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SUDBURY TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF SUDBURY TOWN COUNCIL HELD VIA VIDEO 
TELECONFERENCE ON MONDAY 21ST DECEMBER 2020 AT 7.05PM 

_________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Present: Mr J Owen, Mayor of Sudbury, in the CHAIR. 
 

Mrs J Antill  Ms E Murphy 
Mrs S Ayres  Mr A Osborne 
Mr N Bennett  Mrs J Osborne 
Mr T Cresswell  Miss A Owen 
Mr O Forder  Mr J Sayers 
Ms L Fowler  Mr R Spivey 
Mr S Hall  

 
Mr C Griffin  Town Clerk  
Mrs J Budd  Deputy Town Clerk 

    Mr B Smith  Community Warden Manager  
 
1 APOLOGIES 
 

Councillor D Williams was absent but no apologies had been received. 
 
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

In accordance with guidance from Babergh District Council’s Standards Committee, Mrs S 
Ayres, Mr T Cresswell, Mr A Osborne, Mrs J Osborne and Miss A Owen declared that they 
were Babergh District Councillors.  Mr Owen declared that he was a Suffolk County 
Councillor.  All of these members asked that it be noted that their views expressed at this 
meeting would be based on information available at the time and might not be the same 
as those expressed at meetings involving other councils. 
 
Councillor Mrs J Osborne declared a non-pecuniary interest in items 5, 6 and 7 and 
declared that she would not join in the debate or vote on any of these items. 
 

3 DECLARATIONS OF GIFTS AND HOSPITALITY 
 

No declarations were received. 
 
4 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 
 

No requests for dispensation had been received. 
 
5 SALE OF LAND AT BELLE VUE 

 
The following motion was debated by the members before being put to the vote: 
 
That Sudbury Town Council objects to the proposal to sell the land at Belle Vue as shown in 
the Section 123 order published on 11th December 2020 and asks that no decision be made 
before the end of February 2021. The grounds for objection are: 
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 The order advertised is not complete and so not usable – the PDF file showing the plan 
was not available when the notice was published and there was no specified end date 
for objections. 

 

 There has been no consultation with Sudbury Town Council on this plan, either through 
the Steering Group or directly, and the timing of the notice could be seen as an attempt 
to clear this through over the Christmas period when people are occupied elsewhere.  

 
The Mayor read an email received from Fiona Duhamel, Assistant Director Economic 

Development and Regeneration at Babergh District Council. A copy of this is shown at 

minute page XXX. 

Bullet point one should now be removed as an objection, as these issues have been rectified. 
The end date is the 8th January 2021. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That with the removal of the first bullet point, this motion be carried. 
 

6 RESPONSE TO THE PROPOSAL TO SELL PART OF THE LAND AT BELLE VUE 
 
The following motion was debated by members before being put to the vote: 
 
That Sudbury Town Council formulate their response to this proposal so that it can be 
agreed by the full Council meeting on the 12th February 2021. To achieve this a small 
working party will be set up to consult with all Councillors to draw together opinions into a 
report that will be considered at the Leisure and Environment Committee on the 26th 
January 2021 before being presented to full Council in February. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That this motion be carried. That a working party of Councillors R Spivey (Chair), Mrs S 
Ayres, Mr O Forder and Ms E Murphy be formed to prepare the report. The working party 
would also consult Community Interest Groups and the Sudbury Society. 

 
7 CAR PARKING CHARGES 
 
 The following motion was debated by members before being put to the vote: 
 

That Sudbury Town Council strongly objects to Babergh District Council’s plan to charge for 
parking in Sudbury car parks and asks that no decision be made before the end of February 
2021 so that there is time for proper consultation. 
 
Members stressed their disbelief that, during the current pandemic, Babergh District Council 
would even consider introducing car parking charges due to the negative impact on the 
town centre economy.  
 
RESOLVED 
 
That this motion be carried. 
 
The business of the meeting was concluded at 8.40pm 

 
Chairman………………………………………………. 


