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SUDBURY TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF SUDBURY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE ASSEMBLY 
ROOM, TOWN HALL, SUDBURY, ON TUESDAY 12TH OCTOBER 2021 AT 7.00PM 

_________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Present: Mrs Ayres Mayor of Sudbury, in the CHAIR. 
 

Mrs J Antill  Mrs J Osborne 
Mr N Bennett  Miss A Owen 
Ms J Carter  Mr J Owen 
Mr T Cresswell  Mr T Regester 
Mr S Hall   Mr R Spivey 
Ms E Murphy  Mr J Thomas 
Mr A Osborne   
   
Mr C Griffin  Town Clerk  
Mr P Faircloth-Mutton County Councillor 

 
A short prayer was said by the mayor before commencement of the meeting. 

 
1 APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Ms L Fowler and Mr J Sayers. 
 

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Mrs S Ayres, Mr T Cresswell, Mr A Osborne, Mrs J Osborne and Miss A Owen declared that 
they were Babergh District Councillors.  Ms J Carter declared that she was a Suffolk County 
Councillor.   
 
Councillors Antill, Ayres, Bennett, J Osborne, Regester and Spivey declared a non-
pecuniary interest in item 11 in that they were voluntary supporters of the Citizens Advice 
Bureau or the Quay Theatre. 

 
3 DECLARATIONS OF GIFTS AND HOSPITALITY 
 

No declarations were received. 
 
4 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 
 

No requests for dispensation had been received. 
 
5 MINUTES 
 

RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on Tuesday 14th September 2021 be 
confirmed and signed as a correct record. 
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6 REPORTS 
 

a) County Councillor’s report – A copy of Councillor Ms Carter’s report is shown at 
minute page 630. 

 
Councillor Ms Carter summarised her report and briefed members on the following 
areas: 
 

• The independent review of special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) 

• Discussions on the strategic lorry routes 

• Bus services around Sudbury 
 
Councillor Mr Faircloth-Mutton briefed members on the following areas: 
 

• Apologies on behalf of the County Council for the damage caused to SEND. 

• Integrated bus and rail ticketing proposals. 

• Highways investigations into blocked drains. 

• Families’ Centres that will replace Children’s Centres. 

• Follow-up on sub-standard repairs to pot holes. 
 
RESOLVED 

 
That Councillors Ms Carter and Mr Faircloth-Mutton be thanked for their reports. 
Both Councillors would give an update on issues raised at next month’s meeting. 
 

b) District Councillors’ report – A copy of Councillor Mr A Osborne’s report is shown at 
minute page 634. 

 
 Councillor Mr A Osborne summarised his report and briefed members on the 

following areas: 
 

• Fuel supplies for vehicles were returning to normal. 

• New CCTV now operational with 20 high-definition cameras in Sudbury.  Town 
Councillors would be invited to visit the monitoring site in Bury St Edmunds. 

• That the Babergh local plan was at the examination stage and the Delphi site 
remained as employment land.  This plan should be finalised by spring 2022.  
This included the asset of community value on the Delphi site. 

 
RESOLVED 

 
That Councillor Mr Osborne be thanked for his report. 

 
c) Policing report: The Town Clerk read out a short report from Inspector Matt Gilbert 

who could not be present. A copy of the report is shown at minute page 637. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 
 That members were concerned that the monthly briefings to members of the 

Town Council had stopped and were keen to know if these could be restarted. 
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d) Public Forum 
 
 A member of the public raised his concern about Belle Vue Park, which he believed 

had been given to the people of Sudbury and the surrounding area.  He believed 
that any new development on the site would increase the traffic problems in 
Sudbury.  He recommended restricting heavy vehicles using Friar Street. 

 
 A member of the public raised his concern about changes to the SEND services and 

he asked County Councillors to check that any proposed improvements were 
practical and effective for the service users. 

 
A member of the public raised her concern that the wooden planters had not been 
removed from outside the Prado Lounge and were obstructing a parking space.  
After meeting note – these were removed by 18th October 

 
7 TO ADOPT THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEES: 
 

The Chairman discussed each planning meeting individually: 
 
Planning and Development   It was RESOLVED to ADOPT the REPORT 
13th September 2021 
 
Planning, Development & Highways  It was RESOLVED to ADOPT the REPORT 
27th September 2021 
 
The Chairman briefed on the meetings of the Belle Vue Park entrance design meetings that 
he had attended.  A consultation would be held in Belle Vue Park and later in the Bamboo 
Shop in Borehamgate. 
 
Leisure and Environment   It was RESOLVED to ADOPT the REPORT 
28th September 2021      
 
The Chairman briefed on the plan for the Santa Float at Christmas which had been adopted 
by the Town Council.  Unfortunately, the Christmas Party had been cancelled due to the 
COVID risk. 
 
Human Resources    It was RESOLVED to ADOPT the REPORT 
4th October 2021 
 
Finance      It was RESOLVED to ADOPT the REPORT. 
5th October 2021  
 
The Chairman noted that grants over £5,000 would be considered later on the agenda. 
 

8 BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL PARKING STRATEGY CONSULTATION 
 

Councillor J Owen expressed his strong opposition to any increase in the charges for parking 
in Sudbury as he believed that they would have a severe negative impact on the shops in the 
town centre.  Councillor Murphy made the point that three hours free parking encouraged 
social meetings in the town centre where people could use the cafes and restaurants 
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without worrying.  She believed that increased parking charges would slowly destroy the 
local economy. 
 
Councillor J Osborne explained that Babergh District Council was running the car parks at a 
loss of between £250,000 and £300,000 per year and that other car parks on the eastern 
side of Babergh were paying for their car parks.  Babergh District Council wanted to invest in 
improving the condition and signage of the car parks in Sudbury.  She said that visitors to 
Sudbury were surprised to find free parking and would be happy to pay more. 
 
Councillor Cresswell emphasised that people from local villages came to Sudbury because of 
the free parking.  Councillor Antill pointed out that the budget to refurbish the carparks 
came from the capital budget and not the revenue budget.  Babergh were investing capital 
in other town centres but were not keen to invest in their own area, which she considered 
shameful.  She pointed out that whether the car parks made a profit, or a loss depended on 
how their costs were allocated by the finance staff.  She believed that this was a financially 
and economically illiterate move by the District Council that did not care about the economic 
viability of Sudbury.  Councillor Hall pointed out that the reasons for charging in the eastern 
part of Babergh had nothing to do with the economic drivers in the Sudbury area.  He and 
other town centre residents would suffer under the new charges. 
 
Councillor Murphy asked if the rumours that car parking charges would not come in were in 
fact true.  Councillor J Osborne explained that the decision to increase parking charges in 
Sudbury had made by the Babergh Cabinet and the implementation date had been delayed 
until January 2022.  If that date was to change it would have to go back to the Cabinet to 
reverse their decision. 
 
Councillor Regester pointed out that the original consultation had been withdrawn because 
the questions had been so biased.  Now that it had been restarted, the questions still did not 
cover non-drivers or other issues that were critical for residential parking.  He wanted to see 
investment in alternative transport methods before changing parking charges. 
 
Councillor Bennett asked members to focus on the question in the consultation which did 
not include whether or not there should be an increase in parking charges as this had 
already been agreed by the Babergh Cabinet.  Councillor J Owen emphasised that the Town 
Council should not give the impression by responding to the survey that they accepted the 
increase in parking charges.  Councillor J Osborne said that the survey was just one method 
of collecting views on the parking requirements for Sudbury.  There would also be 
workshops and public engagement events which would feed into the new parking strategy. 
 
No vote was taken at the end of the debate.  
 

9 SUDBURY SPORTS CENTRE 
 

Mr J Hill, who was leading a campaigner to save Sudbury’s Sports Centre, was unable to 
attend the meeting, but sent through some notes which the Town Clerk read out. 
 
There was a new in-principle agreement between Babergh, Abbeycroft and Ormiston that 
the community could re-start use of certain facilities for the next six months.  This would 
cover the sports hall, gymnasium, squash courts and the Curve, but this would only be on 
certain days, most likely Saturdays, Sundays, Monday evenings and Thursday evenings, 
based on uptake. Ormiston Academies Trust had said that it would cover the running costs, 
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with support from Babergh District Council, during this period.  The campaign group were 
still concerned that the uncertainty beyond this six-month period would not encourage clubs 
to return due to the high cost of moving.  They had now engaged with the local MP and 
were grateful for his support. 
 
Councillor J Osborne confirmed that Babergh were making up a shortfall in the funding and 
were working hard to find a sustainable long-term solution.  There was general support from 
all members who spoke that the Sports Centre at the Ormiston Academy should remain 
open for community use. 
 
No vote was taken at the end of the debate.  

 
10 CRIME RATE IN SUDBURY 
 

Councillor Ms L Fowler, who was not present, had sent through her concerns that Sudbury 
was reported on the website ‘crimerate.co.uk’ as the ‘most dangerous small town in Suffolk, 
and was among the top 20 most dangerous overall out of Suffolk's 477 towns, villages, and 
cities. The overall crime rate in Sudbury in 2020 was 103 crimes per 1,000 people. This 
compared poorly to Suffolk's overall crime rate.’ 
 
Councillor J Owen recommended that the Town Council should engage with as many local 
groups as possible to help the police. 
 
Councillor Murphy asked that the police notify the Town Council of any serious crime so that 
members could warn their local residents  
 
Councillor Cresswell emphasised that many of the violent crimes occurred in the early hours 
of the morning and may have been connected to people leaving licenced premises.  
Councillor Hall concurred and agreed with the Mayor that late night town pastors would 
help.  Councillor Regester contracted the quiet that he had experienced during lock-down to 
the current noisy drunken behaviour. 
 
Councillor Bennett recommended the ‘police.uk’ official statistics be used for discussion by 
the Town Council.  He pointed out that the crime rate in Sudbury had been roughly flat for 
the last three years. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the Mayor writes, on behalf of the Town Council, to the Police and Crime Commissioner 
to outline the concerns of the Town Council.  The letter should include; 

Could the local inspector give a monthly briefing to town councillors? 
How many police were on duty in Sudbury on a Saturday night? 
What more could local licensed premises do to help? 
How effective were the new CCTV cameras? 
Would he visit Sudbury and speak to a full council meeting? 

 
11 GRANT AID APPLICATIONS 
 

The grant applications for sums over £5,000 that had been recommended by the Finance 
Committee were considered by the Full Council. 
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RESOLVED 
 

That, using the general power of competence under the Localism Act 2011 ss1-8, members 
agreed to provide a grant of £8,250 to the Sudbury & District Citizens Advice. 

 
 RESOLVED 

 
That, using the general power of competence under the Localism Act 2011 ss1-8, members 
agreed to provide a grant of £6,500 to Gainsborough’s House. 

 
 RESOLVED 

 
That, using the general power of competence under the Localism Act 2011 ss1-8, members 
agreed to provide a grant of £12,000 to the Quay Theatre. 

 
12 EXTERNAL AUDITOR REPORT FY2020/2021 
 

A copy of the External Auditor Report for FY 2020/21 is shown at minute page 638 
 
The Chair of the Finance Committee explained that the only observation raised, regarding the 
authorisation of overtime, has already been corrected and the new procedure was being 
implemented. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the Council note the External Auditor Report. 

 
13 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The Mayor briefed members on her two meetings with the Deputy Lieutenant, Geoffrey 
Probert, on planning for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022.  This would focus on the four-
day bank holiday weekend that would run from Thursday 2nd June to Sunday 5th June 2022.  
The Town Council were working on organising an event for Thursday 2nd June on Friars 
Meadow.  Other notes on the Mayor’s engagements would be circulated to members. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the Mayor be thanked for her report. 

 
 
 
The business of the meeting was concluded at 8.53 pm. 
 
 
 
 

Chairman………………………………………………. 
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3 Page Report for October 2021 to Sudbury Town Council - 
Babergh from Jessie Carter (SCC Councillor) 

 

SEND – Independent Review: 

On the 20th of September SCC publicly apologised for their short fallings regarding an independent 

SEND review, 500 parents and carers of children and young people with SEND were horrified to read 

SCC views. As the opposition we were briefed on the matter hours after the press were even though 

there was sufficient time before hand.  

The review team was not tasked with considering the quality of EHC plans.   

Having read the review and action plan there are issues which need answering now, not in 

two and a half months’ time, with more learning time lost for some young people who can’t 

afford more lost time 

GLI asked for an emergency meeting of the group to go through the report and Action Plan” but this 

was denied, and the next meeting is still to take place on December 9th.  

However, as a mother of a SEND child, I will not let this go lightly. Since this review came out my 

case worked has doubled as I know it has for many councillors, “Im sorry” isn’t acceptable. “We 

need more time to come up with actions” isn’t good enough, Actions need taking now and myself 

and my group will continue to push to ensure this is dealt with as soon as possible and children and 

families are given the respect they deserve when it comes to their children education and future.  

 
Highways: Pot Holes, Damaged Paths etc : 

Once again, I would like to remind Residents and Councillors that If there are particular problems 

these can be reported through the online highways reporting tool: 

https://highwaysreporting.suffolk.gov.uk/ or contact me direct. 

This is an area where SCC has significant budget constraints and often does not 
have the funds to do the repairs that residents would like to see. Several significant 
road repairs have been done recently but potholes continue to be reported please 
see some examples below: 

The missing bollard was finally replaced from outside the old mountain warehouse, A 
new bollard has been ordered for Burkitts Lane which has been missing for a 
number of years,    6 Major potholes in Siam Place were filled but due to the state of 
the road the entire road is due to be resurfaced in November, the drain along 
Gregory Street is now scheduled in for the 18th of October this is due to traffic 
management requirements at the location, Plus many more.  

A big thank you is due to Sudbury Town Wardens who have been picking up a lot of 
the slack from Suffolk County Council and Babergh District Council. As much as this 
is appreciated by Councillors and Residents, I feel very strongly that although they 
do a quick and efficient job that their time and resources are better spent elsewhere, 
we really need to push the relevant councils to maintain the areas they should be. I 

https://highwaysreporting.suffolk.gov.uk/
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have pushed county on a number of highway issues that highways originally claimed 
were not a priority, after stating how the town is negatively affected, they have been 
moved up ‘the list’ and works have now either been ordered or they have been 
completed, leaving just a few issues that I continue to chase (such as the traffic cone 
outside the town hall)  

 

BDC have said I still need to continue to encourage residents to complete the 
parking strategy to deal with a number of parking issues within Sudbury.  
 
Healing Woods – People’s Park Development: 

After speaking to Block Management, they have agreed (on behalf of the land 
owner) on the ‘Healing Woods’ to be planted on the “people’s park” Land, It has 
been discussed at the last Leisure and Environment meeting where it was agreed 
this would be a good spot. I am awaiting to hear from Tim De-Keyzer from the 
Healing Woods scheme about an onsite inspection to check everything is ok from 
Suffolk County Council, He has been on leave, and I am hoping to hear back this 
week, if anyone is interested in attending the meet, please let either myself or Philip 
know, however we will update you as this goes forward.  

 
Chamber Of Commerce: 

I have met with John McMillan from Sudbury’s Chamber of Commerce to discuss the 
best ways to support and grow Sudbury’s high street. I am meeting with other 
members in early November to discuss job opportunities for current residents and 
what will happen as the town develops and population grows. 

 

Councillor / Campaigner Surgery: 

I will be attending Sudbury Market again from 9am on the 14th of this month, I 
encourage anyone to come down and speak to me in person regarding any matters 
within Sudbury. This week I will also be joined by a Campaigner for Great Cornard.   

Police In Sudbury: 

On the 7th of October a member from Citizens In Policing attended Sudbury Market 
along with a couple of SNT Colleagues. Although it was a much appreciated, the 
hours they attended made it difficult for members of the public to attend who had 
work commitments. I have asked them again for these community appearances to 
be more frequent but also if they could be held at a more appropriate time, I also 
mentioned that we are yet to have a councillor’s briefing, I know they are busy and 
understaffed but a lot of councillors have questions and queries. I feel it would 
benefit everyone if we kept in regular contact.  
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Bus Back Better / Bus Services / School Buses: 

There was a briefing to the opposition on Monday the 11th regarding the Bus Back 
Better scheme and a bus service improvement plan, there will also be a motion on 
Tuesday the 12th at Cabinet which I will be able to update you on after a report from 
by the Executive Director for Growth, Highways and Infrastructure. 
There have been many cuts to the Bus services in Sudbury currently due to staff 
shortages, this has highlighted even more then need for improvements not just 
circulating the town but also to connect to the bigger towns such as Bury St 
Edmunds and Colchester, These are vital services for many and to have them cut at 
the last minute each day is unacceptable and very frustrating to many. Pressure is 
being put on cabinet members and the head of transport strategy questioning the 
likes Cllr Nicoll, Cllr Mateer and Cllr Smith. Plans to have better connection services 
via the busses and trains are in planning, one ticket strategy systems are being 
looked at to make it easier for commuters to connect. However, in the meantime I 
am speaking with private bus companies such a Chambers and Beeston’s to try to 
resolve the current issues. Veritas are aware of the need for school transport in 
particular and are willing to pick up the slack but it will come at cost, finally 
highlighting its actual worth.  

CYP, Social Care and Mental Health : 

SCC funded grants and be given to the following organisations: I can give any further 
information on these grants if requested.  
 
1) The Kernos Centre has been awarded £7,500 to deliver counselling sessions for 
children and young people (CYP) in need 
 
2) The Porch Project has been awarded £20,000 to deliver outreach youth work 
support to the Cornard area (amongst other areas) 

3) Moreton Hall Youth Action (MHYA) has been awarded £9,320 to develop a 
training “Construction Box” (CB) for young people (in 6 areas - Sudbury has been 
chosen for the Babergh area) 
 

4) BDC Council has been given some funding through the project, and they are 
looking to put this towards Active Schools and out of school activities across 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk – I am awaiting confirmation to hear if anyone of this is 
going to a Sudbury school  

 

There are plans for The Phoenix Centre to help with ‘older children’ giving them a 
safe space and people to talk to, I will give more updates on this as I am briefed.  
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After speaking to County Councillor officers  
I have made it very clear that the CYP provisions in Sudbury are not up to the 
demand. 

SCC are offering a range of training available for those who occupy ‘trusted adult’ 
spaces in communities – to support the ‘it takes a village to raise a child’ premise, 
and those at Community Action Suffolk have been positively promoting these, the 
resources which relate to the Youth Focus Programme are all on the youth focus 
website www.youthfocus.suffolk.gov.uk and I’ve been encouraged to promote this 
across my division, encouraging people to engage with our free training to support 
young people and to joint our free peer mentor network. I am pleased to say I have 
done this and there has been an uptake in courses.  

Regarding mental health in schools: Several Sudbury schools have trained ELSAs 
within their school (Emotional Literacy Support Assistants supporting CYP with 
emotional literacy, self-awareness, managing anger, social skills, friendships,  self-
esteem, communication skills, bereavement & loss etc) There will be two more ELSA 
training groups over the next 6 months.  

Some schools also access traded services. e.g. recent request for attachment training in a Sudbury 

primary school.   

 

All mental health leads across Sudbury Schools are invited to join the newly formed MH Leads 

Network and have access to the Wellbeing in Education Resources that have been developed (and 

co-produced) with school staff and families.  

Emotional Based School Avoidance resources have been developed with schools and families and 

are available for all schools 

All mental health leads (and colleagues) have been invited to attend Keys to Inclusion (with a focus 

on supporting MH) training.  

I was disappointed to hear from the lead for MH Support Teams (MHST) in schools that there are no 

MHSTs working in the Sudbury Area at present.  

However I have since written to the head teachers of all schools in the area reminding them of the 

offers to them and hopefully there will be an uptake.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youthfocus.suffolk.gov.uk/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/pts/elsa/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/wellbeing-for-education-return/suffolk-education-mental-health-lead-network/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/wellbeing-for-education-return/suffolk-education-mental-health-lead-network/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/wellbeing-for-education-return/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/wellbeing-for-education-return/ebsa-emotionally-based-school-avoidance/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/pts/psychology-and-therapeutic-services-keys-to-inclusion/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/pts/psychology-and-therapeutic-services-keys-to-inclusion/
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BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – OCTOBER 2021 FOR FULL COUNCIL 

Cllr A Osborne 

October update  

Fuel update 

 The message from all Suffolk Resilience Forum members at present is that our service 

supplies remain stable.  

We have shared social media messages urging residents to be mindful of others when 

considering whether it is necessary to refuel their vehicles, however, we are now avoiding 

further proactive communication in an attempt to reduce attention and allay public 

concern. 

The resilience forum continues to monitor the situation carefully and will keep everyone 

informed should there be any need for further action over coming days. 

 

Afghan refugees  

You will be aware of online speculation recently regarding the use of one of our districts' 

hotels as temporary accommodation for Afghan refugees. 

This is, of course, sensitive information as we have a duty of care to all refugees and want to 

protect them from unwelcome attention on arrival.  Thankfully, many of our residents are 

also keen to know how they can help. 

  

JLP public examination resumes 

 The Hearing Sessions for the public examination of our Joint Local Plan have resumed. 

Sessions are being held virtually, enabling them to be fully inclusive, whilst also ensuring 

public safety, and are being live streamed in real time on the councils' Joint Local Plan 

YouTube channel, should you wish to follow the plan's progress. 

 

Boundary review 

 

The final recommendations of the Local Government Boundary Commission (LGBCE) for Suffolk 

County Council were published in September. 

Key headlines: 

• An overall reduction in councillors from 75 to 70 - 68 single-councillor divisions and one two-

councillor division - Beccles & Kessingland. 

• Babergh reduces to 9 divisions, all single-member (previously 10). 
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• Mid Suffolk remains at 10 divisions, all single-member. 

• The LGBCE has made amendments to the Stowmarket Parish Ward boundaries – increasing 

to 7 wards, but remaining at 16 councillors (implementation date to be confirmed)  

• The county changes come into effect at the scheduled May 2025 elections. (The report 

incorrectly states May 2026) 

• The review doesn’t appear to remedy the slightly odd parish warding arrangements in 

Sudbury.  

Responding to questions about vaccinations  

 

Any residents who are unsure about getting the COVID-19 vaccine, or have questions about it, can 

find NHS resources and information online, or call the local vaccination helpline on 0344 257 3961.  

Lines are open from 9am - 5pm during the week and 10am - 4pm at weekends. 

 

Helping our districts save energy 

Babergh and Mid Suffolk's first ever Local Energy Showcase takes place at Wherstead Park on 

October 21 and 22. 

The event is designed to help businesses, community groups and parishes who wish to learn more 

about the benefits of using local energy, such as reducing energy consumption and lowering costs.  

Tickets are available via Eventbrite 

 

 New plans for Belle Vue Park improvements to go on display 

Residents, visitors and business owners in Sudbury are being invited to view outline plans for 

improvements to Belle Vue Park.  

The public display will feature plans for a new-look entrance, new café with outdoor and indoor 

seating overlooking a relocated children’s play area and new toilet facilities. There are also plans to 

introduce a Changing Places facility which will provide accessible, spacious toilets for visitors with 

disabilities.  

In addition, the display will include options for improved access into and around the park and 

improvements to landscaping and activity areas. 

The plans will be displayed at the central green area of the park on: 

• Friday 15 October between 10am - 3pm  

• Saturday 16 October between 10am - 2pm 

Further information about the plans for Belle Vue Park and a form to submit feedback, will become 

available online from 15 October at www.babergh.gov.uk/improvingbellevuepark 

 

http://www.babergh.gov.uk/improvingbellevuepark
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CCTV 

A new state-of-the-art CCTV system is now fully operational – helping Sudbury and Hadleigh remain 

safe towns that people are proud to visit and call home. 

Babergh District Council’s Cabinet approved proposals to invest £180,000 in upgrading the district’s 

CCTV last July, with unanimous approval for this funding to be allocated from Community 

Infrastructure Levy.  

Since then, the council has worked closely with Suffolk Police, Hadleigh and Sudbury Town Councils 

and neighbouring authorities on implementing a fully compliant, improved CCTV system to watch 

over the district’s two largest towns.  

The new state-of-the-art system comprises of 20 high definition cameras in Sudbury and eight in 

Hadleigh, all of which will be monitored 24/7 by neighbouring authority West Suffolk Council in their 

existing purpose built CCTV control room. 

Although the council does not have a statutory obligation to provide CCTV, it is hoped that the new 

system will help to prevent and reduce crime and anti-social behaviour, aid prosecution of those 

who are engaged in criminal activity and help the police with finding missing people. It will also 

support the council’s continued commitment to tackling enviro-crime, including littering and fly-

tipping. 

The new up-to-date system also means that any defects to CCTV equipment can be repaired 

promptly, thereby minimising any downtime for the cameras. 

Sudbury and Hadleigh Town Councils will contribute financially to the ongoing running costs of the 

system over the next five years – ensuring the towns remain safe and welcoming for both residents 

and visitors. 
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Police Report to Full Council – 12th October 2021 

 

We had several burglaries reported to us at the beginning of September, one being in 

Aubrey Drive an attempt on the patio door, then at the beginning of October another 

attempt to gain entry at First Avenue Sudbury via an insecure first floor window. 

 

Other burglaries were reported in Great Cornard and other surrounding villages and 

enquiries remain ongoing. 

 

Theft from vehicles has decreased significantly which is good news but want to remind 

people not to be complacent as we now approach winter and the clocks are going back, and 

want everyone to remain vigilant and ensure vehicles as well as their homes are kept locked 

and secure and invest in good security where possible. 

 

Please view Crime Prevention under First Principle on the Suffolk Police Website. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/rural_crime.pdf
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